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 Neighborhood involvement and scientific 
evidence have helped win protection for the Over-
look Terrace Oak. The hearing room was packed 
in July when the Overlook Neighborhood Associa-
tion as well as Friends of Overlook Bluff (FOOB) 
and its supporters challenged a proposal to sub-
divide the property at 3969 N. Overlook Terrace 
and build five new houses there. A sixth house, 
on the property already, is being renovated. The 
planned development would, argued FOOB’s legal 
and tree experts, lead to the death of the neighbor-
hood’s iconic Oregon white oak, which was listed 
as a heritage tree in 2004.
 The Overlook Terrace Oak is a magnificent 
example of its species (Quercus garryana) and has 
grown in solitary splendor on Overlook Bluff for 
over 150 years. Oregon white oaks once ranged 
from California to British Columbia and covered 
almost 1 million acres in the Coast Range and 
400,000 acres in the Willamette Valley, but few 
have survived urbanization and the expansion of 
agriculture.
 In September, great news came: the hear-
ing officer denied the developer’s application, 
citing the scientific evidence presented by FOOB’s 
experts, Phyllis Reynolds, author of three books 
on trees in Portland, and consulting arborist Kevin 
Hillery, as well as other members of the commu-
nity. Evidence focused on the root structure of 
large trees, particularly Oregon white oaks, includ-
ing their great expanse, importance for supply-
ing nutrients, complexity, and fragility.  Oak tree 
roots are susceptible to damage because they are 
quite shallow. Witnesses stated that the developer’s 
proposal would lead to the lead to the death of the 
tree.  
 The hearing officer agreed with FOOB 
and concluded that the root protection zone and 
tree protection tract proposed by the developer 
were inadequate to protect the tree and ensure its 
long-term health.  
 I and the rest of FOOB were thrilled by 
the decision because the hearing officer recognized 
the importance of the tree’s root system and how 

critical it is to protect it. Just being named a herit-
age tree does not guarantee adequate protection. A 
perfect example here in Portland is the demise of 
the Paradox walnut on SE Mill Street. That herit-
age tree died as the result of development without 
adequate protection. We need to ensure that noth-
ing similar happens to the Overlook Terrace Oak.
 Although denial of the application was 
good news, the property will no doubt be devel-
oped sometime in the future and each new pro-
posal for subdivision, each plan to build a house, 
each permit application, and each action that 
affects this particular piece of property will have 
to be scrutinized to ensure that the Heritage Oak 
is considered. The recognition that the tree needs 
more protection than the developer was willing to 
provide in his initial plan is  satisfying, but FOOB 
and all those who love the tree will need to remain 
vigilant and active to ensure that the tree’s long-

term health and well-being are guaranteed in any 
future development plans.  
 Friends of Overlook Bluff appreciates all 
the support it has received from the neighborhood 
and others in Portland who cherish this tree. Fi-
nancial contributions as well as donations of end-
less hours by those who care about the Heritage 
Oak have allowed FOOB to focus on this initial 
challenge to the tree.
 FOOB is a non-profit neighborhood 
organization governed by a board of directors.  
Members of the board are Chrys Smith, Chair; 
Glen Brunton, Treasurer; Christina Terry, Secre-
tary; Andy Harris; Gordon Parks; Greg Gasperin; 
Steve Heard; and Whitney Stoffel. To join the 
Friends of Overlook Bluff’s mailing list, to ask 
questions, or to make a contribution to support 
FOOB’s efforts, please contact Chrys Smith at 
chrystalsmith@gci.net. 

SUBDIVISION PLAN DENIED; HERITAGE 
TREE PROTECTED   By Chrys Smith, Chair, Friends of Overlook Bluff

 
 
 
 
 

         Have you heard of the pre-kinder-
garten program at Beach Elementary?  
The state funded pre-k program has a 
student cap of 15 kids per classroom 
allowing for a low teacher/student ratio, 
and every class has a lead teacher with 
two teaching assistants.  We talked to 
Dameri, the lead teacher to learn more 
about the program. 

Will you tell us a little about yourself and 
your assistants?
 I received my Master’s in Educa-
tion at the Unversity of Oregon and 
have an Oregon Teaching License. This 

is my 3rd year as the pre-k teacher at Beach. I have 
worked in the field of early childhood education 
for the last 8 years. 
 My two teaching assistants are Christina 
and Maureen. Maureen has worked in early child-
hood education for 15 years, along with being 
a mother of two. Christina has worked in early 
childhood education for almost 4 years and works 
as a nanny and volleyball coach for middle school 
age students in her free time.
 
What do you do in class? 
 We work on literacy, math, writing, sci-
ence, and motor skills, along with friendship and 
(Continued on page 4)

PRE-K AT BEACH ELEMENTARY
by Katie Collins Guinn 
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Meet the 2018-2019 OKNA Board Members
We recently elected a new Overlook Neighborhood Association board in October—we now have a board of 15 members! Thank you for 

your interest in the Board, and we hope to engage you in many activities and discussions over the coming year.

Addie Humbert
I’ve lived in Overlook for 10 years with my 
husband Dan. Our son Lucas is an enthusiastic 
kindergartner at Beach Elementary School. This 
is my second year serving on the OKNA board. If 
you see me around town, ask me about buying a 
beautiful Overlook tote bag….I would love to sell 
you one!

Kristina Kern
I am a Portlander by way of the Midwest and 
East Coast. I enjoy the neighborhood and com-
munity that I am serving as an elected board 
member and treasurer for two consecutive years. 
When not behind the laptop, you can find me 
biking North Portland bike routes with my fam-
ily, entertaining guests with fancy Bull Run water, 
crying over the dead plants I spent too much 
effort caring for, and spending too much time 
looking at my phone.

Lauren Alfrey
I moved to the neighborhood two years ago and 
spend my days as a professor of sociology at the 
University of Portland. I joined the OKNA board 
to increase the representation of neighbors (like 
me!) who live adjacent to the Adidas construction 
project. As the new chair of the data outreach 
committee, I plan on developing a neighborhood 
survey to increase community engagement with 
the board. 

Alan Cranna
I have lived in Overlook my whole life,
have been a area rep. chair & vice-chair, worked 
in the annual clean-up,& other events for years, 
currently distribute the newsletter along with 
Carol Cushman.

Cynthia Sulaski
As a Chicago native, I understand the value that 
parks and green space bring to the livability of a 
community (thank you for setting the bar high, 
Daniel Burnham). For over 20 years, I have fo-
cused my time and energy primarily into adding, 
enhancing, and protecting trees, trails, parks, and 
green space in the Overlook neighborhood.

Chris Trejbal
I have lived in the Overlook Neighborhood near 
Madrona Park for five years with my wife and 
cat. I am a professional writer, editor, and politi-
cal consultant. This is my fifth year serving on 
the OKNA board and my third as Chair. I also 
handle digital communications for OKNA. In 
my spare time I golf, cook, and garden.

Stefan Bester
My family and I have lived in the Overlook com-
munity since 2011 and I’m excited to be part of 
OKNA.  I’m an accountant by trade and enjoy 
hikes in Forest Park and long walks in the neigh-
borhood with my young family.  I’ve decided to 
join the board to ensure that all members of the 
communities’ voices are heard in our very diverse 
neighborhood.  I look forward to serving you as 
an OKNA board member. 

Derek Xava
I am a bike-commuting democratic socialist 
LEED designer that has owned a flat with my 
wife Zoe and 3 cats at Killingsworth Station for 
nearly 6 years.

Shannon Sansoterra
I am thrilled to be a part of the OKNA board this 
year. It was a series of incredibly fortunate events 
that led me to buying a home in this friendly, 
beautiful neighborhood. I’m looking forward to 
engaging with as many neighbors as possible and 
I’d love to meet for a beverage if anyone would 
like to chat in person!
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Meet the 2018-2019 OKNA Board Members
We recently elected a new Overlook Neighborhood Association board in October—we now have a board of 15 members! Thank you for 

your interest in the Board, and we hope to engage you in many activities and discussions over the coming year.

Chair: Chris Trejbal
Vice Chair: Alexandra Degher
Treasurer: Kristina Kern
Secretary: Derek Xava

Committee Chairs:
adidas Liaison: Stefan Bester
Data Gathering: Lauren Alfrey
Digital: Chris Trejbal
Events & Fundraising: Addie Humbert
Grants: Cynthia Sulaski
Grievance: Addie Humbert
Homeless Outreach: Stefan Bester
Land Use: Mike Shea
Parks: Cynthia Sulaski
Public Safety: George Spaulding
School Liaison: Addie Humbert
Sustainability: Alexandra Degher
Transportation: Brad Halverson
Views Editor: Chelsea Snow

OKNA Committees Recruiting

 At the first meeting of the newly elected Overlook 
Neighborhood Association Board this week, Board mem-
bers chose an executive committee and committee chairs. 
OKNA has more than a dozen committees working to 
keep Overlook the best neighborhood in Portland. 

 Get to know your neighbors and help keep 
Overlook Portland’s best neighborhood by serving on an 
OKNA committee. If you’d like to learn more or volun-
teer, send an email to overlookna@gmail.com.

Brad Halverson
I am happy to be leading the Transportation 
Committee for OKNA again!  As the neigh-
borhood densifies, I will work with PBOT & 
ODOT to make the infrastructure work as well 
as possible.  My family have lived on North 
Court for half of my life.  I am a diehard Beavers 
fan but enjoy watching other teams & sports in 
general.

Michael Shea
I have lived on Alberta near Adidas for 34 years, 
with my wife, Judy, who has lived here longer. 
As an architect I am familiar with city land use 
regulations that affect neighborhood develop-
ment. I spend my free time repairing our 110 
year old house, gardening, hiking, skiing and 
traveling. 

Chelsea Snow
I have lived in Overlook for just over three years, 
and feel so lucky to have landed in such an awe-
some neighborhood. I am an artist and designer 
and run my laser-cutting business, SnowMade 
out of a studio in SE Portland. I am happy to 
share my skills as both the designer and editor of 
this paper!

George Spaulding
My wife Carolyn and I moved to Overlook from 
Corvallis in 1980. I have worked for the City 
of Portland as a civilian employee at the Port-
land Police Bureau’s Property/Evidence Division 
for 26 years and retired in 2014. I have been 
involved in the Overlook Neighborhood Asso-
ciation for over 25 years. I strongly believe that 
all community members should have an active 
involvement in how they want their neighbor-
hood to evolve and progress!

Alexandra Degher
I moved to Oregon 22 years ago to get my PhD in 
Environmental Engineering at Oregon State Uni-
versity. I currently reside in the Overlook Neigh-
borhood and work for HP where I manage global 
environmental programs. I serve on three Boards 
and have volunteered for several non-profits in 
Portland.

Danny Drake
I’ve lived in Overlook since 1999 when I was en-
ticed to move in by all the friendly neighbors and 
its livability.  I’m interested in land use issues as I 
work in the industry and see how policies directly 
influence our society.

The 2018-19 Board 
Leadership

OKNA Committees
· adidas Liaison
· Data Gathering
· Digital
· Events & Fundraising
· Grants
· Grievance
· Homeless Outreach
· Land Use
· Parks
· Public Safety
· School Liaison
· Sustainability
· Transportation
· Views Newsletter

Help us deliver our newsletter! We’re 
looking for volunteers to help us de-
liver our newsletter four times a year. 
Contact Alan Cranna at ascran3@
hotmail.com for more info.
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Dear Addie,

Our neighbor’s cherry tree is right on our property 
line. It’s enormous and drops fruit and leaves all 
over our our side yard and our roof. We’ve emailed 
them and asked them to take it down, but they’re 
refusing! What recourse do we have? The tree is too 
large for the space and we don’t feel like we should 
have to deal with time and cost of cleaning up after 
their tree. 

– L.F.

 What a mess (literally)! If you haven’t 
already, take some time to familiarize yourself 
with the laws governing private trees in Port-
land. Check out www.portlandoregon.gov/trees 
to learn about your rights and your neighbors’ 
responsibilities. For example, you are allowed 
to prune branches that hang over your property 
line, even if the tree is owned by your neighbor. 
But be careful! If aggressive pruning damages the 
health and life of the tree you could be responsi-
ble for up to three times the tree’s value. 
 Regardless of the technicalities of the 
law, my number one suggestion is to talk to your 
neighbors face to face. Email and texting are 
great for some things but there’s nothing as ef-
fective as an old fashioned conversation. Getting 
your neighbors to take down their tree may be 
unrealistic. After all, Portlanders love their trees! 
But you may come to a good compromise that 
works for everyone. You might, say, hire a gutter 
and roof cleaner together every fall that gets you 
a two house discount. Or maybe find someone 
to pick all those cherries (and share the bounty!) 
before they fall on your roof.
 If you still have trouble coming to a 
workable solution, I suggest contacting Portland’s 
Neighborhood Mediation Center at (503) 595-
4890. It’s free and helps neighbors work through 
exactly these sorts of sticky situations—no pun 
intended. 

Ask Addie
Good advice for 
good neighbors

By Addie Humbert

Do you have a question about life in Overlook 
that you’d like answered in our next issue? 

Email AskAddieOKNA@gmail.com

Dear Addie, 

I’d like to have a block party on our street next 
summer, but I don’t know where to start. Do I 
need a permit to close down our street? Help!

– A.T.

 Great idea, A.T. Block parties are a 
great way to celebrate summer! And you’re in 
luck, Portland has lots of resources to help get 
your plan off the ground. After you’ve rounded 
up the support of your neighbors and picked a 
date, check in with North Portland Neighbor-
hood Services www.npnscommunity.org/solu-
tions/block-parties for help with logistics.  
 You will need a Block Party Permit, 
which allows you to close off your street. And 
you’re in luck! Starting this year, those permits 
are free! (Keep in mind that these permits are 
only for block parties. You can’t close down the 
street for your birthday party or anything else 
that isn’t focused on your larger community.) 
You’ll also need safety barricades—generally 
three for each end of your block—and you can 
rent them from the City.  If you want to have 
amplified music you’ll need a separate noise 
permit from the Portland Bureau of Devel-
opment Services, which costs $58. There are 
grants available to help cover those fees and 
other costs of throwing block parties, so check 
out the placemaking grants at www.portland-
oregon.gov/transportation/77263. 
 Another great option is to plan your 
party around National Night Out, which is 
always the second Tuesday in August. This 
nationwide program encourages community 
cohesiveness and crime resilience through—
you guessed it—community get togethers just 
like your block party! If you have your party 
anytime during the week surrounding National 
Night Out, the city provides free amplified mu-
sic permits, as well as swag and other support. 
Details are at https://www.portlandoregon.
gov/civic/55345.

North Portland Tool Library
DIY Weatherization Workshop
Tuesday, November 13th 
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Kenton Firehouse (2209 N Schofield, Portland, 
Oregon 97217)

This interactive, hands-on workshop will give you 
the tools to make your home warmer and more 
energy-efficient, while lowering your energy bills! 
Hosted by the Community Energy Project. Regis-
ter at: https://www.communityenergyproject.org/
get-involved/calendar/ 

PRE-K AT BEACH ELEMEN-
TARY (continued from page 1)

social-emotional skills, every day.
 We have small group work time, large 
group time (singing, reading stories, calendar, 
letter of the week), we go outside every day for 
motor time, we have snack together, all with a 
focus on our teaching targets for the week and 
our theme (8 themes through out the school 
year).
 
What else can you tell us?
 Beach pre-k is a high quality preschool 
AND only $32 a month. It’s so affordable 
because the program is funded by the State of 
Oregon. Free and reduced tuition is offered to 
those who qualify. Our focus on academia as 
well as building social-emotional and friendship 
skills gets kids ready for kindergarten.
 We attend story time in the Beach 
library once a month, and we also have a child 
yoga instructor who comes to our class once 
a month. The inclusive nature of the setting 
allows children to learn to be helpers, and 
advocate for others and themselves. Our teach-
ers have many years of experience, and I have a 
master’s degree in education/teaching license, 
which is rare to find in preschool teachers. 

Beach pre-k 1710 N. Humboldt st.
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
AM – 8:40-11:25

PM – 12:15-3:00pm

DIY Weatherization Work-
shop, November 13

UPCOMING OKNA 
BOARD MEETINGS
Tuesday December 4
Tuesday January 8
Tuesday February 5

6:30-8:30pm
Overlook House
3839 N Melrose Dr

UPCOMING OKNA 
GENERAL MEETINGS
December 18
January 22
February 19

6:30-8:30PM
Kaiser Town Hall
Corner of Interstate @ Overlook Blvd

If you’re new to the neighborhood, welcome! The OKNA board would love to get to know you at one 
of our events or board meetings which are always open to the public. You can also stay connected by 
subscribing to our weekly emails at overlookneighborhood.org. We hope to see you soon!
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 As chair of the Overlook Neighborhood 
Association for the past couple of years, I’ve 
collaborated and conversed with people from all 
over Portland. There are a lot of issues that cross 
neighborhood lines, and we’re always looking 
for partners to find solutions that can work for 
everyone.
 In conversations with leaders from other 
neighborhoods and nonprofits, I’ve consistently 
been struck by how lucky we are in Overlook. 
Our residents care deeply about their neighbors 
and what happens here.
 Some neighborhood associations strug-
gle to get people involved. They meet sporadi-
cally and focus on easy projects.
 Overlook is different. When we held our 
board elections in September, there was a strong 
field of candidates, and several new faces won 
seats on the board. Even more exciting was the 
turnout of residents to vote. Democracy mat-
tered to them, and they wanted to participate. I 
saw a lot of new faces that night, and I hope to 
keep seeing them in the future.
 That’s not to say we’re where I’d like 
OKNA to be. We are stronger when diverse 
voices come together. Our meetings and discus-
sions still lean too heavily toward homeowners. 
This year, the board is thinking about new ways 
to reach out to younger people, communities of 
color in Overlook, business owners and rent-
ers. That last group is an increasingly important 
demographic given all the construction along N 
Interstate Avenue.
 The board will always listen to what 
residents have to say. We won’t always agree – we 
can’t when we hear people advocating compet-
ing sides of an issue – but your ideas help us 
make good decisions.
Coming up in the next few months, we have our 
eyes on a few things:

• The OKNA Holiday Party will take place on 
December 7th. I hope you’ll come out to meet 

OKNA Chair’s Note: Look-
ing ahead to a new year
by Christian Trejbal

some new neighbors and share some holiday 
cheer. See more details on page 7.

• OKNA continues to collaborate with the Joint 
Office of Homeless Services and the mayor’s 
office on relocation of the Hazelnut Grove 
homeless camp to a new site in the St. Johns 
Neighborhood. There, the campers will have 
an on-site service provider, sewage and water, 
better housing structures, and greater safety than 
is possible at the current site in Overlook. The 
move is forecast for the Spring.

•  With Hazelnut Grove finally moving, OKNA 
and the city are developing ideas for the future 
of the current site. Join us at upcoming neigh-
borhood meetings to share your ideas or send 
them to chair@overlookneighborhood.org.

• We’re working with the developers of a pro-
posed affordable housing project on the north-
east corner of Interstate Avenue and Alberta 
Street. The city has designated that section of 
Interstate a Main Street Corridor that requires 
commercial use on the ground floor. We want to 
create a welcoming, walkable, community-facing 
frontage that engages residents and visitors. 

• OKNA formed an adidas liaison committee 
that is acting as a bridge between neighbors and 
the company during the construction project 
that is now underway.

• Speaking of committees, joining an OKNA 
committee is a great way to get involved in the 
neighborhood by working on something that 
fits your particular interests. See page 3 for a 
complete list of committees and info on how to 
become an active part of the association.

 If you have any questions or concerns about 
what’s happening in Overlook, please do 

not hesitate to contact me and the board at 
chair@overlookneighborhood.org.

As you plan your end-of-year charitable 
giving, consider supporting Overlook 
Neighborhood Association so we can 
continue the important work of keeping 
this Portland's best neighborhood.

OKNA is a 501(c)3 charitable 
organization, and donations are tax 
deductible.

Donate today at 
overlookneighborhood.org

or  email 
info@overlookneighborhood.org 

for other ways to give.

Thank you for your support.

SUPPORT 
OKNA

Movie in the 
Park Was 
Wonderful
by Cynthia Sulaski

  
 

 
 
 Watching kids (and a few adults) dressed 
as Wonder Woman, Superman and other su-
perhero characters enlivening Overlook Park on 
September 2nd made me smile. In these days of 
turmoil, stress and mega-change, it was liberating 
to shift gears and experience a bit of fantasy and 
whimsy in a community setting. We encouraged 
neighbors to come to the park dressed as super-
heroes, and we thank them for doing just that!

 About a thousand people visited Over-
look Park the Sunday of Labor Day weekend. 
They ate dinner, munched on popcorn, mingled, 
danced to the “Soul Vibrator” band, and enjoyed 
the sunny weather. Besides looking very cute, 
kids who got their faces transformed by two 
professional face painters we hired received a 
raffle ticket. Several lucky youngsters won items 
for themselves and their families donated by 
generous businesses in our neighborhood. Many 
thanks to adidas, Atomic Pizza, Black Wagon, 
Ecliptic Brewing, Eisenhower Bagelhouse, and 
Pinky’s for their generous donations.

 This was the Overlook Neighborhood 
Association’s fifth time to partner with Portland 
Parks & Recreation in Summer Free for All. We 
are grateful to the businesses and individuals 
who have financially supported our participation 
throughout those years and look forward to co-
hosting movies in Overlook Park in the future.

Neighbors Celebrate 
at Patton Square Park 
by Cynthia Sulaski 
 On Saturday, July 28th, over 100 adults 
and children met at Patton Square Park to enjoy 
the beautiful weather, listen to music, do some 
yoga stretches, go on a scavenger hunt, tour the 
Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center (IFCC) and 
join in creating a fence-weaving ribbon art project. 
Friends of Patton Square Park organized the event 
to celebrate our sweet little park in Overlook, to 
heighten awareness of our playground enhance-
ment vision and just to relax and have fun with 
friends and neighbors.
 Entertainment was arranged by Friends 
of Noise Youth Showcase and provided by Brody 
Gray, Forrest Myers-Power and Mel Zuch, three 
young and talented musicians. Portland Parks 
& Recreation opened and staffed IFCC so that 
neighbors could tour the facility and enjoy the 
views from the second floor.
 Many thanks to Aprende con Amigos 
Preschool Academy, Firelight Yoga, Frank’s 76 and 
Sensory Kids, LLC, who generously sponsored 
our event. In addition, we are grateful to our raffle 
donors - adidas, Atomic Pizza, Blend, Firelight 

Yoga, Garagiste, and Old Gold - and to New 
Seasons Market for its refreshments donation.
 Graphic artist extraordinaire, Dan 
Schechter, did an awesome job of creating the 
master design for Patton Square Park, from 
which we used to develop posters, flyers, but-
tons and tee shirts. Thank you, Dan, for your 
invaluable contribution.
 Heartfelt thanks go to Teresa Perrin, 
Addie Humbert, Kayla Kennett and Kristina 
Kern who helped me plan, organize and host 
the party. Couldn’t 
have done it without 
you wonderful women!
 We have some 
sweet children’s Patton 
Square Park tee shirts 
for sale. If you would 
like to purchase one, 
contact me at info@
overlookneighborhood.
org. And, if you’d like 
to join Friends of Patton Square Park, let me 
know. We’d love your involvement.
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 There are currently over 500 apartment 
units under construction in the neighborhood, 
which will add 750 to 1000 new residents by the 
end of 2019. Most of the units are 1 bedroom but 
a significant number are 2 and even 3 bedroom 
units. There have also been a plethora of ADU’s 
built recently and while most are intended as 
AirBNB short term rentals, a number are not.
 For comparison, the 2010 census showed 
the total population of Overlook at 6013 people. 
Of these, about a third, 1954 people, were rent-
ers. Since then, a number of apartment buildings 
have been built but not many houses, since most 
lots are already built up. The addition of up to 
1000 new renters just within the next year will 
change the percentage of renters to about 42% 
and increases the total population by about 16% 
just in one year.

ADIDAS EXPANSION
 By far the largest project is the adidas 
expansion on Greeley and Sumner. adidas has 
been on a hiring spree with hundreds of new em-
ployees. To accommodate them this project has a 
north building along Sumner with 156,000 SF of 
office space and a smaller south building between 
Alberta and Humboldt with 32,500 SF of gym 
and workout space. Buried under the north 
building will be 5 stories of underground parking 
totaling 250,000 SF. 
 Because of the significant neighborhood 
impact that the construction of this project will 
have, the Neighborhood Association Board has 
established an adidas Liaison Committee to work 
with adidas and Turner Construction to minimize 
the neighborhood impact.

OVERLOOK RESTAURANT 
BLOCK
 Replacing the Overlook Restaurant are 
2 apartment buildings, 5 and 6 stories high, 
totaling 158,000 SF. The 6 story building along 
Maryland, has been topped out now. The 5 story 
building is on its way.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSTRUCTION 
UPDATES
By Michael Shea 

 There will be a total of 158 apartments 
and 58 parking stalls. Ground floor retail space 
will be located along Skidmore Street and the 
main entry of the smaller building will also be 
on Skidmore.
 
INTERSTATE AND ALBERTA
 On the northwest side of the intersec-
tion at 5009 N Interstate an apartment build-
ing is under construction that will be 5 stories 
high with 88 units and parking for 28 cars. The 
ground floor is residential. After this project was 
started, the city zoning was changed to require 
commercial use on the ground floor. 
 On the northeast side, at 5020 N 
Interstate, is a project still in design to develop 
condos targeted at low income households. 
This project will also be 5 stories tall with about 
56,000 SF in 48 units and parking for 22 cars. 
The units will be larger with most being 2 and 

3 bedroom units. The developers will be meet-
ing with the board and presenting the project for 
comment at a general meeting of the Neighbor-
hoods Association. 

FAIRFIELD PROPERTIES – 
PATTON PARK
 Further north on Interstate across from 
Patton Park is a 7 story project with 141 units 
and parking for 56 cars underground. The ground 
floor will be commercial space and the developers 
are hoping to get a restaurant to lease the space. 

THE TRIPLETS
 Three identical apartment buildings are 
nearing completion at 1520 N Emerson, 1527 N 
Sumner, and 1525 N Webster. All of these are 1 
lot removed from N Interstate. They are each 3 
stories, with 19 mostly 1 bedroom units each and 
no parking.

Address Sq Ft Bed(s) Bath(s) List Price Sold Price
Days on
Market

1411 N ALBERTA ST #9 513 1 1 $209,000 $204,000 138
4716 N MONTANA AVE 985 2 2 $279,900 $280,000 52

5025 N MINNESOTA AVE #202 915 2 1 $334,526 $334,526 0
5025 N MINNESOTA AVE #201 915 2 1 $335,526 $335,526 7
5025 N MINNESOTA AVE #301 915 2 1 $337,526 $337,526 0

1804 N JARRETT ST 1826 2 1 $350,000 $350,000 17
1220 N SIMPSON ST 1234 2 1 $399,000 $445,500 3
1615 N WEBSTER ST 1756 2 1 $435,000 $460,000 4

5533 N DELAWARE AVE 1542 3 2.1 $499,950 $488,000 11
1530 N ALBERTA ST 1713 3 2 $489,900 $490,000 67

5030 N CONCORD AVE 2236 3 2 $499,999 $500,000 4
3759 N MELROSE DR 4370 3 1.1 $599,900 $500,000 101

5215 N DELAWARE AVE 1863 2 1 $500,000 $505,000 0
1824 N WILLAMETTE BLVD 1787 3 1 $479,000 $520,000 4

4006 N CONCORD AVE 2590 4 2 $575,000 $550,000 71
2203 N EMERSON ST 2600 4 3 $629,950 $565,000 98

2905 N KILLINGSWORTH ST 2640 3 2 $589,900 $589,900 10
3927 N MASSACHUSETTS AVE 2608 4 2 $599,000 $599,000 6

Real Estate Recap
Overlook Neighborhood Sold Listings 
July - September, 2018

Information generously provided 
by your Overlook neighborhood 

realtor:

Sandy Moore
Broker / Founder
Bellmoore Realty 

503.683.2626
Sandy@PortlandHomeGuy.com

BellmooreRealty.com
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 The Spotlight on Overlook is a new sec-
tion of the Views that will focus on conversa-
tions with businesses and organizations that are 
making a difference in our neighborhood. I chat-
ted with communications manager Arran Rob-
ertson about OregonWild; what they do, who 
they are, and how neighbors can get involved.

Please describe Oregon Wild’s mission

Oregon Wild has been around for over four 
decades working to conserve Oregon’s forests, 
waters, and wildlife. We’ve had a hand in pro-
tecting many of the iconic places Oregonians 
treasure, like Mount Hood and the Three Sisters 
Wilderness, as well as 95,000 acres of forests in 
Bull Run/Little Sandy watersheds to safeguard 
the quality of Portland’s water supply. We’ve 
worked to protect and recover endangered 
species like coho salmon, gray wolves, and the 
northern spotted owl. 

What projects are you working on right now?

One of our big projects right now is talking 
about the potential of Oregon’s forests to se-
quester carbon. The single most impactful thing 
Oregon could do to combat climate change is to 
modernize our logging laws and do a better job 
protecting old growth forests on public lands. 
Our forests are some of the most productive in 

SPOTLIGHT ON OVERLOOK
A CONVERSATION WITH OREGON WILD

By Chelsea Snow

the world, but because we log them so aggres-
sively, under rules weaker than any of our neigh-
boring states, scientific studies have shown that 
logging has become the #1 carbon emitter in 
the state. Overlook residents interested in learn-
ing more can download our new report “Forest 
Defense is Climate Defense” from OregonWild.
org, or stop by the office and pick up a copy.

What are some of the benefits to being situated in 
the Overlook neighborhood?

Where we’re situated, we’re able to do a lot of 
walking, whether to lunch at La Bonita or Mee 
Dee Thai, or just taking a break from our com-
puters to walk our dogs to the Dog Bowl off 
Willamette. We also love how accessible Over-
look is to so many parts of Portland. It’s easy to 
get downtown to meetings, but also away from 
the hustle and bustle of the high rises.

How can the community become more involved in 
your organization? 

Public advocacy is key to protecting wild places 
and wildlife. We hold regular training through 
our Oregon Wild Ones program teaching the 
public how they can be directly involved in the 
government processes to safeguard Oregon’s 
natural treasures -- from testifying before state 
boards and commissions to lobbying federal 

www.oregonwild.com
5825 N Greeley 

Portland OR 97217
503-283-6343

Would you like your business or organization featured in the Spotlight on Over-
look? Email views@overlookneighborhood.org for more info

officials. If you’re interested in joining a great 
community of people who care passionately 
about the outdoors, and want to learn skills that 
can translate into any other political advocacy 
you might be interested in, come by one of our 
monthly Wild Ones meetings!
Anything else you’d like your Overlook neighbors to 
know about?

We’ve been in the neighborhood for 25 years and 
witnessed the changes in that time. We love that 
we are part of a community that has maintained a 
lot of what makes it a wonderful place to live and 
work. It has been wonderful in recent years to 
work with the folks at Backyard Social on host-
ing events - and we consider Madrona Hill Cafe 
to be like a second office! We’d love to partner 
with any Overlook businesses that might have an 
interest in putting their values to work through 
our advocacy efforts.

MEET SANTA AT THE OVERLOOK HOUSE ON 
DECEMBER 2 

  Welcome Santa 
as he arrives at the 
Overlook House via fire 
truck at 11:00 Sunday 
morning, December 2nd. 
Then have your picture 
taken with the jolly old 
elf while you whisper to 
him what you want for 
Christmas. 
  While you wait 
to talk to Santa, enjoy 
entertainment (see our 
website and Nextdoor 
for details), facepainting 
and games. This popular 
event is organized yearly 
for the neighborhood by 
the Friends of Overlook 
House.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO FORMER 
EDITOR OF THE VIEWS, NOELLE SMITH—WE 

APPRECIATE ALL YOUR HARD WORK! 



OVERLOOK NEIGHBORHOOD 
BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

2 Dog Empire | Tara Knierim 
www.2dogempire.com

Atomic Pizza: www.atomic-pizza.com

Bellmoore Realty, LLC: 
Sandy@PortlandHomeGuy.com | 5520 
N. Interstate Avenue | 503.922.2206 
BellmooreRealty.com

Christina Arthur - Portraits for the 
Individual & Family: Christina Arthur 
hello.christinaarthur@gmail.com 
503.473.7974
www.christinaarthur.com

Country Financial | Brad Crawford 
Bradcrawford@countryfinancial.com 
503.549.1952

Crows Foot Construction, LLC
Matthew Boe | CCB #202888 
crowsfootconstruction@gmail.com 

Elise Wagner, Artist | Original Encaustic 
Paintings and Prints, Workshops, 
Restoration & Consulting
www.elisewagner.com

Emily Ordas - PDX Urban Real Estate: 
503.267.4946 | www.emilyordas.com

Living Room Realty: Jennifer Johnston 
Principal Broker, Oregon & Washington 
| jennifer@livingroomre.com 
503.784.2204 | www.livingroomre.com

Firelight Yoga: 1475 N. Killingsworth 
St. | holly@firelightyogapdx.com 
503.972.1987
www.firelightyogapdx.com

Get it Straight Organizing & Events: 
971.258.2015
www.getitstraightorganizing.com

Hobbies Unlimited: Rick Willworth 
4503 N. Interstate Ave. | 503.287.4090

Interstate Dental Clinic: 5835 N. 
Interstate Ave. | 503.285.5307
www.drwardinterstatedental.com

Investments for Developing 
Communities: Lisa Whitridge
lisa@idcempowers.org | 971.400.2181 
www.idcempowers.org

Katie Guinn: Artist, apparel and 
graphic designer, writer and 
photographer | www.katieguinn.com

Mac Wine Cellars: 2726 North 
Killingsworth |Tim@macwines.com 
503.477.8395 | www.macwines.com

MDS-Architecture, LLC: Jeremy Miller 
Jeremy@mds-architecture.com
503.867.5615
www.mds-architecture.com   

MWM Goldsmithing | Mark McNown  
503.224.4469 | mwmgoldsmithing.com

Overlook Collaborative Preschool  
Reggio Emilia inspired, vegan and 
eco-friendly, half day school near 
Killingsworth & Interstate
info@overlookpreschool.com 
503.477.4455 
www.overlookpreschool.com

ResQ Animal Massage: Quimby 
Lombardozzi, CSAMP | quimby@
resqam.com | 503.320.3857
www.resqam.com

Sarah Henderson - Sirena Pictures 
Photo, Video, Marketing 
503.890.9304  
sarah@sirenapictures.com 
www.yelp.com/biz/sirena-pictures-
portland

Smartypants Kid’s Art Studio
Amber Gauntlett
amber@smartypantspdx.com 
5512 N Montana ave. | (503)477-8884 
 www.smartypantspdx.com

Spitz - Mediterranean Street Food 
www.spitzpdx.com

Sunshine Center | 1542 N Killingsworth 
97217 | 503-282-9460
info@sunshinecenterpdx.com 
Facebook.com/sunshinecenterpdx 

Tamara Maher: tamara@
tamaramaherlaw.com | 503.285.1294 
www.tamaramaherlaw.com

United Advantage NW FCU: 1430 N. 
Killingsworth St. | www.uanw.org

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS LISTED? EMAIL VIEWS@
OVERLOOKNEIGHBORHOOD.ORG 

STAY CONNECTED!
For up-to-the-minute information about the 
Overlook Neighborhood happenings, go to 
www.overlookneighborhood.org and enter your email 
address on the home page to join our mailing list.     

Have something to say? Submit a short item to 
OverlookNeighborhood.org with ‘Post to List’ in 
the subject line. All submissions subject to review/
editing.  

Can’t wait? ‘Like” us on Facebook: OKNA in PDX 
and share your thoughts immediately. 

Business neighbors: your commercial postings are 
welcome.

WHO TO CALL 
Police Non-Emergency 
503-823-3333 

Abandoned Auto 24hr Hotline 
503-823-7309 

North Crime Prevention Team     
north.pdxteam@portlandoregon.gov      
503-823-4064 

Overlook Neighborhood Association (OKNA) 
2209 N Schofield St 
Portland, OR 97217

@

Overlook Views is published 4 times per year 
by the Overlook Neighborhood Association 
(OKNA). This paper is 40% postconsumer waste 
content. Please recycle!

This issue was produced thanks to the financial 
support of our business neighbor Daimler Trucks 
North America. Thank you! 

2701 NW VAUGHN ST. PORTLAND, OR 97210
971-234-8536 | 9AM - 9PM DAILY 
HOLIDAY HOURS: 11/21: 9AM - 6PM 11/22: CLOSED
TO REDEEM OFFER, GUESTS MUST BE RESIDENTS OF THE OVERLOOK NEIGHBORHOOD, 
AND GOVERNMENT-ISSUED PHOTO IDS MUST SHOW ZIP CODE OF 97217 OR 97227.  EACH 
RESIDENT MAY BRING 4 ADDITIONAL GUESTS. 

EXPIRES 12/10/18

SPECIAL ACCESS

A D I D A S  E M P L O Y E E  S T O R E

Employee discount of 50% off is only valid at the adidas Employee Store located at 2701 NW VAUGHN ST. Offer cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other coupon, discount, or promotion except as otherwise expressly permitted. Not valid for 
purchases of gift certificates. Offer has no cash value. adidas reserves the right to change terms and conditions, substitute 
offer of equal or greater value, end offer at any time without notice, and decline offer to any consumer adidas believes, in 
its sole discretion, may resell adidas product. Additional restrictions and exclusions may apply, see store for details. Void 
where prohibited. © 2018 adidas America, Inc. adidas and the Badge of Sport are registered trademarks of adidas.


